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Tips for Avoiding OR Preventing a Homeowner Loss...

LOSSES CAUSED BY APPLIANCES:
• Fires caused by clothes dryers
• Water damage caused by leaking 

hot water heaters

PREVENTION: Keep
dryer lint screens
clean. Watch for rust on
the base of hot water
heaters. It could be an
early warning to large

scale water leakage. Shut off
water supply to washing machines while away
from home for extended periods.

FIRES CAUSED BY SMOKING
MATERIALS:

• Children playing with lighters 
and matches

• Smoking in bed

PREVENTION: Keep lighters
and matches away from

children. Never smoke in bed.
Use a proper receptacle to

dispose of ashes.

COOKING FIRES CAUSED BY:
• Grease
•  Unattended cooking pans

PREVENTION: Never leave cooking pans
unattended. Have a properly rated fire
extinguisher available for use.

FIRES CAUSED BY COMBUSTIBLE
MATERIAL STORAGE

• Gas cans in the garage
• Improper use/storage of painting 

materials

PREVENTION: Store gas
and other combustible

items in a well ventilated
area away from the residential

structure. Dispose of rags
soaked with painting materials

according to the material’s
manufacturer specifications.

FIRES CAUSED BY CANDLES:
• Burning candles near combustible 

material
• Candles left unattended
• Improper maintenance of wicks

on candles

PREVENTION: Never leave
candles unattended. Use
candles in open areas only
and away from
combustible materials.
Keep the wick at the

proper height to avoid
smoke damage.

MMG has identified the following as ten common causes of loss within our homeowner product line. We felt you should be aware of them in order to
make your home a safer place to live.
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ELECTRICAL FIRES CAUSED BY:
• Improper use of extension cords
• Old wiring
• Fuse boxes

PREVENTION: Keep your
electrical system updated

to code and replace old
wiring. Make sure that
extension cords are
designed for their
intended use and do
not overload them.

HEATING FIRES CAUSED BY:
• Improper wood stove installation 
• Ash disposal
• Space heaters
• Inadequate chimney maintenance

PREVENTION: Make sure that you have
proper clearance between your

wood stove and combustible
materials. Do not dispose of ashes
in plastic or paper containers.
Avoid using space heaters in a
residential environment. If you
burn wood, clean your chimney
at least annually.


